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rial ; or selected shells from the same, for mountings of special interest. 
Address C. C. Merriman, Rochester, N. Y. 

Insects' eggs; also American podura. Whole insects or scales. 
Address George W. Frees, Friendship, N. Y. 

AlgiB from California and Japan, on which are fine circular diatoms. 
Address W. C. J. Hall, Jamestown, N. Y. 

Scales of hunting spider, Salticus senicus. Address William Readio, 
Garnerville, Rockland County, N. Y. 

Oolitic sand from Salt Lake. Address F. H. Atwood, 160 Lasalle 
Street, Chicago, 111. 

Lupulin crystals in extract of hops. Address Richard Allen, 146 
North Fourth Street, Troy, N. Y. 

Diatoms from Keene, N. H. Address Edwin S. Gregory, Youngs- 
town, Ohio. 

Diatoms from Lake Superior; dredgings eight feet deep near the 
head of Portage Lake. Address Dr. T. U. Flanner, Springfield, Mo. 

A variety of mounted objects for exchange. Address offers to Fred- 
erick A. Eddy, 89 State Street, Bangor, Me. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— Dr. Joseph D. Hooker, keeper of the Kew Botanical Gardens, 
England, and Professor Asa Gray, of Cambridge, are both temporarily 
attached to the U. S. Geological and Geographical Survey of the Terri- 
tories, Dr. F. V. Hayden, U. S. Geologist, in charge. In company with 
Dr. Hayden they have visited various portions of Colorado, making the 
ascent of Gray's Peak, and exploring the interesting flora of the mount- 
ains and parks, as well as that of the foot-hills and adjacent plains. 
Previous to August 1st, these eminent botanists had collected nearly 
four hundred species of rare plants, being thus enabled to study critically 
in their native habitats the species they had during past years described 
from dried specimens brought in by expeditions. Both of these gentle- 
men will prepare reports on the botany of the West for the Eleventh An- 
nual Report of Hayden's Survey. A preliminary report by Dr. Hooker 
is already well advanced. After a sojourn of several weeks in Colorado 
and Utah, they left Salt Lake City, August 11th, for the Pacific Coast. 

— The Summer School of Biology at the Peabody Academy of Sci- 
ence, Salem, Mass., opened July 7th with twenty-one laboratory stu- 
dents, while a few others attend the daily lectures. This is a larger 
number than were present last year. Lectures have been given by Mr. 
J. H. Emerton, Rev. E. C. Bolles, Mr. John Robinson, Professor J. 
Ramsay Wright, of Toronto, Rev. T. C. Hervey, Mr. C. S. Minot, and 
Dr. Packard. Material for dissection from Woods Holl, Mass., has 
been contributed by Professor Baird, U. S. Commissioner of Fish and 
Fisheries. 
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— It should be stated that the review of Ganin's Metamorphoses of 
Insects in the July Naturalist was contributed by Baron C. R. Osten- 
Sacken. As the original was in the Russian language, no one else in 
this country was probably competent to perform the task. 

— Captain Howgate, U. S. N., has obtained from the friends of his 
Polar colonization plan the means of chartering the schooner Florence, 
which sailed July 25th from New London for the arctic regions, for the 
purpose of making a preliminary exploration of Northumberland Inlet, 
with the view of establishing a post there next year. 

— The Acade'mie Royal Danoise des Sciences et des Lettres proposes 
among its prize questions for the year 1877, the following : The gold 
medal of the Academy is offered in competition for memoirs, based on 
original research, respecting the external and internal structure met with 
in (a) individuals which turn to the left, as compared with that of those 
which turn to the right, belonging to the same species, as, for example, 
among Vertebrates, the flounder and other flat fishes, and, among Gas- 
teropoda, the genus Verruca ; (b) the same in species turning to the 
left, as compared with others turning to the right, which belong to the 
same genus, as, for example, the genera Fusus, Vertigo, Turritella, 
Ghama, etc. ; (c) the same in genera turning to the left, as compared 
with genera turning to the right, belonging to the same family, as, for 
example, the turbots and the true Pleuronectidce,a,\\A the genera Glausil- 
ia and Pupa, Lanistes and Ampullaria, Physa nd Planorbis, etc. The 
Thott prize of four hundred crowns is offered for memoirs on the anat- 
omy, life-history, and development of the species of Ligula, with special 
reference co their relationship to the Platyhelminths. Memoirs offered 
in competition for these prizes should be accompanied by figures and 
preparations which may serve as a guaranty for the correctness of the 
anatomical results obtained. 

— There will be room for one or two special students in zoology at 
the Peabody Academy in October. Address A. S. Packard, Jr., Di- 
rector Peabody Academy of Science, Salem. 

— The following is taken from the Philadelphia Ledger Supplement, 
May 5, 1877 : — 

Mk. Editor, — If you will, let me in a plain, simple way revive the 
memory of your oldest readers, feeling that some of them may visit the 
grave of Professor S. C. Rafinesque, Ronaldson's Ground, Ninth and 
Bainbridge streets. Rafinesque was born in France, of parents in high 
position. He was an orphan, yet his means gave him a classical edu- 
cation. He visited the four quarters of the globe. In his first trip to 
America he was shipwrecked on Nova Scotia, losing a part of his fort- 
une. Having spent one or two years in the United States he returned 
to Europe. A few years later he returned to Philadelphia. Rafinesque 
was a devoted naturalist. To conchology he gave much of his time and 
labor, collecting a great variety of shells, publishing a volume illus- 
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trated with engravings. He also published a work on grape-vines, giv- 
ing the mode of making wine. After suffering many vicissitudes and 
losses in money, and having accumulated scientific treasures, he gave his 
entire attention to the science of botany. He traversed this continent 
from Nova Scotia to Mexico, from the Atlantic coast to the Rocky 
Mountains. In every State and Territory he pursued his way on foot 
and alone in his devotion, over valleys and mountains, often depending 
upon the kindness of Indian tribes. After several years of constant 
labor he returned to Philadelphia. He was a bachelor, consequently 
peculiar in his habits. He selected a garret for his labors, and abode in 
Race Street between Third and Fourth. In this secluded place, sur- 
rounded with his herbarium, his sketches, and pencil drawings, with hard 
cot and pillow, often with a bare loaf of bread, he performed his last 
work, The Family Flora and Medical Botany of the United States. 
This work on the science of botany was more extended and correct than 
anything before it. It was printed and published in 1 828, by the late 
Samuel C. Atkinson, who established the Saturday Evening Post, Car- 
ter's Alley. 

Without kindred, and with but one reliable friend, the late Dr. Mease, 
of Philadelphia, Rafinesque died in the year 1840. After his remains 
had been cared for by Dr. Mease, the body was stealthily removed 
(probably by creditors), and locked in an adjoining room of the house 
where he died. In presence of Dr. Mease and Mr. Bringhurst, under- 
taker, Eleventh Street, near Arch, the door was forced open, and the 
body was let down by ropes into the back yard and conveyed to its last 
place of rest. 

Some sixteen years ago I called on Mr. Bringhurst, who assured me 
of these facts relating to the burial. I visited the burial ground. The 
sexton referred to his records and took me to the grave of Rafinesque. 
A small painted head-board had the initials S. C. R. 

Rafinesque published several volumes and essays in the French and 
English languages. Two years since I forwarded his last work to the 
National Library of France, and received acknowledgment through the 
French consul, Philadelphia. — H. H. 

— The Central Pacific Railroad Company are doing a good work in 
tree planting, having already purchased forty thousand Eucalyptus trees 
to plant along the line of their road. This enterprising company intend 
planting certain species of the Eucalypti on each side of their right of 
way through some five hundred miles of the valleys of California ; it is 
estimated that eight hundred thousand trees will be required for this 
purpose. — R. E. C. S. 

— Seal catching for oil is being pursued on the Point Reyes side of 
Tomales Bay, California, the average yield being about five gallons to 
the seal, worth fifty cents per gallon. 



